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Key Points
· In Detroit we live in “ground zero” of spatial racism. Mapping of “opportunity markers” shows that Detroit-Pontiac-Flint are the opposite of “opportunity” cities.

· In Detroit we live in a 2-tier economy – the regional economy, and the neighborhoods.  The neighborhoods are not part of the regional economy.

· No real markets exist in the neighborhoods of Detroit.  We have very narrow development that is capital-focused (real estate development) but results in broad displacement of people.

· We need to reimagine economic development – the traditional systems have failed.  We have to focus more on self-help and self-empowerment (labor-focused), which is why community development has a chance to lead the way in re-imagining a different form of economic development.  Ironically, we should look to the example set by the Black Panthers.

· We need to flip the “labor-capital” ratio to make labor the larger of the two factors (versus capital investment in bricks and mortar).  For example, we can make blight removal highly labor-intensive, as well as municipal services and green infrastructure

· We need new approaches to housing.  Currently, a potential homeowner has to meet traditional bank standards of “creditworthy.”  We need to create a new kind of land contract directly with the DLBA.  We need to connect housing rehab to workforce development and small business development.

· When we look at examples of economic development internationally, they understand that human investment equals growth, and that income inequality is a recipe for disaster
· Community development strategies tend to be relationship-based – can we make economic development strategies based on relationships?  Trade facilitated by relationships? 

· Reading on the Subject: “Redevelopment and Race” by Dr. June Manning Thomas
